
Reggie McNeal enjoys helping people, leaders, and Chris-

tian organizations pursue more intentional lives. He currently 

serves as the Missional Leadership Specialist for Leadership 

Network of Dallas, TX. Reggie’s past experience involves 

over a decade as a denominational executive and leadership 

development coach. He also served in local congregational 

leadership for over twenty years, including being the founding 

pastor of a new church. Reggie has lectured or taught as ad-

junct faculty for multiple seminaries, including Fuller Theo-

logical (Pasadena, CA), Southwestern Baptist (Ft. Worth, 

TX), Golden Gate Baptist (San Francisco, CA), Trinity Divin-

ity School (Deerfield, IL), and Columbia International 

(Columbia, SC). In addition, he has served as a consultant to 

local church, denomination, and para-church leadership teams, 

as well as seminar developer and presenter for thousands of 

church leaders across North America. He has also resourced 

the United States Army Chief of Chaplains Office, Air Force 

chaplains, and the Air Force Education and Training Com-

mand. Reggie’s work also extends to the business sector, in-

cluding The Gallup Organization.  

 

Reggie has contributed to numerous denominational publica-

tions and church leadership journals, including Leadership 

and Net Results. His books include Revolution in Leadership 

(Abingdon Press, 1998), A Work of Heart: Understanding 

How God Shapes Spiritual Leaders (Jossey-Bass, 2000), The 

Present Future (Jossey-Bass, 2003), Practicing Greatness 

(Jossey-Bass, 2006), and Get A Life! (Broadman & Holman, 

release date Spring 2007).  

 

Reggie’s education includes a B.A. degree from the Univer-

sity of South Carolina and the M.Div. and Ph.D. degrees both 

from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.  

 

Reggie and his wife Cathy, have two daughters, Jessica and 

Susanna, and make their home in Columbia, South Carolina. 

reggie.mcneal@leadnet.org 

 

 

Mark S. Hanson was elected to serve as ELCA presiding 

bishop in August 2001. Before being elected presiding bishop, 

he served as bishop of the Saint Paul Area Synod (3H). He 

had been elected to serve a second term in Saint Paul earlier 

that same year. Prior to being elected synod bishop, he served 

as pastor of three Minnesota congregations: Prince of Glory 

Lutheran Church, Minneapolis (closed), Edina Community 

Lutheran Church, Edina, Minn., and University Lutheran 

Church of Hope, Minneapolis. 

 

Born in Minneapolis, Hanson graduated from Augsburg Col-

lege with a B.A. in sociology. He was a Rockefeller Fellow at 

Union Theological Seminary, New York, New York, and re-

ceived a Master of Divinity degree there in 1972. He also at-

tended Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, and was a 

Merrill Fellow at Harvard Divinity School in 1979. 

 

In 2003, he was elected president of the Lutheran World Fed-

eration, a position he holds concurrently with his position as 

presiding bishop of the ELCA. Serving with this global com-

munion of Lutheran churches, Bishop Hanson has traveled 

widely throughout the world, sharing a confident hope in 

God's promises and a vision of the joyful freedom in Christian 

community and mission. 

 

Hanson is widely known as a leader with an evangelical pas-

sion and imagination who embraces the Christian tradition, 

the Christian community, and the world with both generous 

goodwill and thoughtful insight. He has been an articulate 

advocate for the renewal of the church's preaching and public 

voice, for the strengthening of ecumenical and inter-religious 

relationships, and for reconciliation and justice in society, 

with attention especially to those who live with poverty and 

discrimination. 

 

He is the author of Faithful Yet Changing, the Church in 

Challenging Times and Faithful and Courageous, Christians 

in Unsettling Times both from Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. 

 

Married to Ione, they are the parents of Aaron, Alyssa, Ra-

chel, Ezra, Isaac and Elizabeth, and grandparents to Naomi, 

Kingston, Sam, and Danielle.  
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