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is a national Lutheran ministry of prayer,

CHERISH | \\ education, relationship-building, and action to
OUR CHILDREN prevent child sexual exploitation.

Dear Friends of Cherish Our Children,

This past year I was an active participant on a Sexual Violence Prevention Team for the Minnesota
Department of Health. Two key insights emerged from this work:

1. The mission and ministry of Cherish Our Children is vital for community-wide prevention
efforts. We Lutherans need to be “good neighbors” for prevention!

2. Our core ministry areas - prayer, education, relationship-building, and action - were affirmed
as key components of “prevention” (see "The Spectrum of Prevention” below.)

Through a deepened commitment by many, we survived the challenges of 2009. As a young organization,
we continue to build our programming and financial sustainability. I believe more strongly than ever that
Cherish Our Children is God's work through our hands for the sake of all children.

Thank you for all you give to this ministry.
In Christ's Service,

Amy L. Hartman, National Director

The Spectrum of Prevention
by The Prevention Institute (www.preventioninstitute.orqg)

Influencing Policy and Legislation (Action)
Developing strategies to change laws and policies to influence outcomes
Changing Organizational Practices (Action)
Adopting regulations and shaping norms to improve health and safety
Fostering Coalitions and Networks (Relationship-building)
Convening groups and individuals for broader goals and greater impact
Educating Providers (Education)
Informing providers who will fransmit skills and knowledge to others
Promoting Community Education (Education)
Reaching groups of people with information/resources to promote health and safety
Strengthening Individual Knowledge and Skills (Prayer, Education)
Enhancing an individual's capability to prevent injury or illness and promote safety




Cherish Our Children Congregations

There are four components to the Cherish Our Children ministry in a congregation:

T Prayer: specific adults praying daily for specific children, ages birth to 25.

T+ Education: educational sessions and sermons which speak to preventing sexual exploitation and
Internet safety

T Relationship-Building: work with community groups that also prevent sexual exploitation
T Action: building upon the prayer, education, and relationships, carry out a congregational action
focused on prevention.

Congreqgational Ministry Highlights

7+ Luther Memorial in Quincy, IL: Leaders worked with city/county government agencies and nonprofit
groups to provide a community-wide forum about protecting children.

T+ St. Paul in Forrest, IL: Numerous members stepped forward to share with the pastor their stories
of abuse. The pastor then organized their first-ever worship service of healing.

T Glen Cary in Ham Lake, MN: Several adults went on a mission trip to Malawi and learned that
underwear - for girls - serves as a rape deterrent, so now they send girls' underwear to Malawi.

7 Our Saviour's in Minneapolis, MN: For the installation of the new
pastor, members created a quilt representing "God's work. Our
hands" which now hangs in the narthex. Now the congregation is
working on “safe church” policies for their ministries.

¥+ St. Barnabas in Plymouth, MN: At the Christmas gift sale,
members could make a gift to an organization that works in Thailand
to prevent sex trafficking.

T 6race in Fort Worth, TX: Because of Cherish Our Children,
members have become more involved in the Crowley House of Hope
for runaway and homeless young people.

iy Church in TX: A couple in the congregation learned a son-
in-law was involved in child pornography. Cherish Our Children helped Board Member Jeremy Myers
them see they weren't alone in facing this problem. soeakina at Our Saviour's. Minneavolis

T First in Prentice, WI: The Pastor uses the Wednesday Prayer in a worship service for unchurched
families of children in the afterschool ministry.

T Good Shepherd in Ashland, WI: The Pastor rode his bike with Team Cherish Our Children and raised
over $1,200. The congregation prays for the Cherish Our Children ministry and different children
each Sunday during the “Prayers of the People.”

¥ Our Saviour in Rochester, NY: The congregation hosted a community forum on Internet safety,
provided by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.

T Lamb of God in Anaheim, CA: Congregation members continued a "motel ministry” for children in
families who are homeless who temporarily live in a nearby motel. In 2010, they will connect with a
county group that is working to address human trafficking.



National Participation Statistics

79 congregations in 12 synods involved
4,929 children being prayed for daily by 3,673 people
864 youth/adults at educational events
594 youth/adults at Internet safety training
40 sermons about prevention sexual exploitation
57 relationships with community groups
19 congregational actions to serve the community

Other Ministry Highlights

For the third year in a row, Cherish Our Children presented at the First Call Theological Event
for the six synods in Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

Amy Hartman speaks with passion and wisdom about our baptismal promise to walk with our
children. We have been inspired to be more intentional about cherishing our children.
Pastor Greg Kaufmann, Northwest Synod of Wisconsin

The Wednesday Prayer was published 54 times, with 25 different writers using their gifts for
this important part of this ministry. Over 500 people receive the Wednesday Prayer each week.

I give great thanks for ALL who support Cherish Our Children ministry as well as those
who write the Wednesday Prayers that I am using here at St. Timothy s Lutheran Church
in North Greenbush, NY. I can't think of a ministry any more essential than this one.

Liz Macris, RN, Faith Community Nurse

In August 2009, the ELCA Churchwide Assembly approved a social statement called "Human
Sexuality: Gift and Trust." This statement strongly spoke of our church’s responsibility to address
child sexual exploitation.

Cherish Our Children was a key reason this statement is so strong on protecting children.
Professor David Tiede, Augsburg College

The Northwestern Ohio Synod dedicated an entire newsletter on Cherish Our Children and
created a 2010 "Cherish Our Children” calendar featuring drawings of God by children.

Cherish Our Children pushes Christians and congregations to ask themselves and others
how decisions they make might lessen the risk of the sexual exploitation of children in our
congregations, communities, and world.

Bishop Marcus Lohrmann

The Bishop Advisory Team for Cherish Our Children held its first meeting. The purpose of this
Team is to involve bishops in faithful stewardship of this ministry, including: 1. implementing best
practices; 2. encouraging financial giving; 3. creating the future for this ministry.

Members: Bishop Marcus Lohrmann, Bishop Ray Tiemann (Southwestern Texas Synod), Bishop Jon
Anderson (Southwestern Minnesota Synod), and Bishop Warren Freiheit (Central-Southern
Tllinois Synod).






